Idiot String presents

O Best Beloved
Adapted by Joan Howard, Rebecca Longworth and the ensemble
from Rudyard Kipling’s Just So Stories
www.obestbeloved.org

Step right up, Best Beloveds! See and hear about the high and far-off times when the world was newand-all. Satiate your curiosity about how the Camel got her Hump, the Elephant her Trunk, or the
Kangaroo his Boundful Stride, just to name a few...!
O Best Beloved is an ensemble theatre adaptation of Rudyard Kipling’s “Just So Stories.” Six
performers bring an assortment of these classic tales to life with original songs, outrageous
physicality, over-the-top characters, and ebullient theatricality. It’s altogether excellent
entertainment for all ages: 300% educational, extremely full of veracity, and incompletely
guaranteed!
The Show
The O Best Beloved ensemble entertains public
audiences in the out-of-doors, or at festive
gatherings of the community. Like travelling
troupes of old, the ensemble serve as the actors,
musicians and technicians for the performance.
How they put on the show is as entertaining as
how they tell their tales. Before the showtime, the
eccentric ensemble arrive in a brightly painted
gypsy wagon, and entertain early audiences and
passersby as they transform the wagon into a
stage and call to the audience in a carnival-barker
style. During the show, the characters manipulate
scenery and mechanical props, sing, play
instruments, and embody a menagerie of
animals—all with a whimsical theatrical wit that
matches Kipling’s own wit and wordplay.
Afterward, they might mingle with the audience
before packing up their stage and suitcases into
the gypsy wagon and heading to the next town.
Stories & Formats
We perform different combinations of stories to
create shows of varying lengths, or festival events
with shorter, intermittent performances.

The sun rises and sets over the “Red Sea”
STORIES: 10-20 minutes each in length, with at least one song per story
How The Camel Got Her Hump | The Elephant’s Child | The Sing-Song of Old Man Kangaroo
How The Rhinoceros Got Her Skin | The Beginning of the Armadilloes | How the Whale Got His
Throat
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O Best Beloved Booking Information
STAGE SHOW: Continuous performance
We’ll present a continuous performance featuring 3 to 6 stories and a variety of songs. Popular show
lengths are 45, 65, or 80 minutes. We usually perform without an intermission, but can add one if
requested. Perfect for showings at parks and public spaces, private events, or schools.
FESTIVAL PERFORMANCES: Intermittent sets
We’ll present several 10- to 20-minute sets, each including a story and song or a set of songs, over the
course of one to three hours. Between sets the actors may mingle with the audience and provide
other roving entertainment. Perfect for fairs and festivals, food truck happenings, and any event when
audiences have lots to see and do, and shorter, intermittent performances are more appropriate.
EDUCATIONAL OFFERINGS: Additional options
We are happy to offer educational opportunities in conjunction with the performance for school or
community settings. We will tailor these offerings to the age range of your participants; please
contacts us for details. Add-ons include:
‐
‐
‐

Question and Answer Session (all ages)
Curriculum Guide (K-6th grade)
Performance Workshops: 1- to 4-hour workshops in performance techniques including:
o Creatures & Places Workshop (K-6th grades)
Have a blast creating animal characters and wild environments on stage.
o Slapstick & Clowning (3rd grade—adult)
We’ll learn trips, slips, falls, and how to delight audiences with the ceaseless optimism
of the clown. Serious fun that can be tailored to many age groups.
o Adaptation and Story Structure (7th grade—adult)
What makes a great story? What makes that story theatrical? We’ll look at ways to
make something that’s great on the page come alive on the stage.
o Ensemble Creation & Composition (7th grade—adult)
We’ll explore ways to stage shows without a script, relying on the creativity of the
group to find theatrical treasures that no one member would have dreamed up alone.

The Parsee’s splendiferous hat
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O Best Beloved Booking Information
Technical Information

O Best Beloved comes to you aboard FluxWagon, our custom-built mobile stage that’s pulled behind
our pickup truck, Doris. Doris drops off FluxWagon at the curb next to a public park or town square, or
anywhere that an audience can gather. The ensemble then assemble FluxWagon into our stage, while
Doris waits nearby.
‐
‐

‐

‐

‐

Assembled stage dimensions: 22’ wide x 12’ deep
Parking alongside an urban park or town square: Doris and FluxWagon need about three
standard-size parallel parking spaces alongside a curb free of trees, signs, benches, or other
large features that would impede the assembly of the stage.
Recommended audience area: capacity for at least 100 people (1000+ square feet) next to
the FluxWagon stage, in an area free of trees or other objects that would obstruct the
audience’s view of the stage. If there is a slope to the audience area, it should slope
downward toward the stage. Audiences may bring outdoor chairs or blankets to sit on.
Sound: O Best Beloved is an acoustic event. Actors do not use microphones, so the playing
space should be relatively free of very loud noises. If possible, we do use a small music
amplifier that requires one household Edison outlet. We can supply extension cords.
Lighting: O Best Beloved is designed for outdoor performances in the sunlight. For early
evening events, we can supplement twilight with our set of footlight that requires one
household Edison outlet. We can supply extension cords.

The schematic above shows the positioning of FluxWagon (the dotted lines) relative to a road and
curb, and the 22’x12’ stage, once it is unfolded. Below is a model of FluxWagon.
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O Best Beloved Booking Information
Ticketing and Donations

O Best Beloved is offered in public spaces free to the audience. To cover our costs we request “passthe-hat” donations at every performance. For performances in public parks that are 10 or more miles
from San Francisco, and for performances in non-public spaces such as private events, restaurants,
etc, we require either a modest performance fee payable by the hosting organization, or to be able to
sell tickets priced at $5 to $20. Please contact us to discuss ticketing and/or donations.
What folks are saying about O Best Beloved
“Magical, creative, fun, and whimsical. This ensemble is delightfully mischievous. It was a real hoot!”
—Jill, Audience Member
“Funny little details kept me belly laughing throughout, and all the members of the troupe bring
incredible expressiveness, singing skills, well-timed humor, and obvious camaraderie to make for a
captivating, silly, amazing show! See it!”
—Shelly, Audience Member
“Colorfully worked up (in costuming and properties
as well as performances) and no doubt ideal for
families or those happy to revel in light insouciance
and unyielding silliness.”
—Robert Avila, SF Bay Guardian
“The colors, the costumes, the creativity—it all just
made me feel like a kid at the theatre again, as I
eagerly awaited the next imaginative way to portray
an animal or paint a scene. Terrific! Go see it!”
—Jeff, Audience Member
“A wild and woolly ride through the animal
kingdom.... O Best Beloved is a high-grade piece of
children's theatre... On the other hand, the cast's
energy level is so ridiculously high (and because
they engage so much circus technique their
performances are so engaging) that the production
has equal appeal for children of all ages.”
—George Heymont, My Cultural Landscape
“Jazzed so see such inspired clowning, great songs
and singing and some of my favorite stories
embodied by such talented performers. Fun for kids
and for us adults too!”
—Roberta, Audience Member

The Kolokolo Bird in the Wait-A-Bit Thorn Bush
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O Best Beloved Booking Information
History and Accolades

O Best Beloved premiered at the 2013 San Francisco Fringe Festival, where it was awarded a “Best Of
Fringe” designation. Joan Howard and Rebecca Longworth were awarded the “Best Directors” 2013
Stuart Award for Excellence in Theater.
Since its premiere O Best Beloved has performed at Main Street Theatre in San Francisco; Prospect
Sierra Middle School in El Cerrito, and as part of the Flight Deck Opening Festival in Oakland.
The summer tour of O Best Beloved aboard FluxWagon is made possible in part by a grant from
Theatre Bay Area.

Actors assembling the scenery

Contact
Press and Bookings: Rebecca Longworth 415.671.9574 rebecca@rebeccalongworth.com
Technical Information: Joan Howard 415.317.6411 joan.e.howard@gmail.com
Show Website: www.obestbeloved.org
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